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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Head Department of Political Science, University of Tennessee–August 1, 2022— 
Lead Editor International Studies Quarterly, January 2019-December 2023 
Faculty Associate Center for the Dynamics of Social Complexity, University of Tennessee—January 

2018— 
Associate Editor Foreign Policy Analysis, January 2014—December 2015 
Associate Head Department of Political Science, University of Tennessee – August 2011—July 

2014 
Director of Graduate Studies Department of Political Science, University of Tennessee—August 2008—June 

2014 
Professor Department of Political Science, University of Tennessee—August 2013— 
Associate Professor Department of Political Science, University of Tennessee—August 2007—July 

2013 
Director of Graduate Studies Department of Political Science, Texas Tech University—August 2006—July 2007 
Assistant Professor Department of Political Science, Texas Tech University–August 2003—July 2007 
Assistant Professor Department of Political Science, University of New Orleans–August 1999-July 

2003. 
 

EDUCATION 
Ph.D.     1999   Michigan State University 
       Department of Political Science 

M.A.    1995   Michigan State University 
       Department of Political Science 

B.A.    1994   University of California Los Angeles 
       Majors: History/Political Science 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
BOOKS 
§ Pirate Lands: Governance and Maritime Time (with Ursula Daxecker). 2021. Oxford University Press 
REFEREED 
§ (2024) “All Maritime Crimes are Local: Understanding the Causal Link Between Illegal Fishing and Maritime 

Piracy.” With Anup Phayal, Aaron Gold, Curie Maharani, Deng Palomares, Daniel Pauly, and Sayed Fauzan 
Riyadi. Forthcoming in Political Geography, 109(March): 1-11. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2024.103069. 

§ (2023) “The Unexpected Consequences of a Public Health Emergency: Comparing West African and Indo-
Pacific Maritime Crime during the COVID-19 Pandemic.” With Anup Phayal and Aaron Gold. International 
Area Studies Review, 26(1): 7-23. https://doi.org/10.1177/22338659221151 

§ (2023) “Generational effects of culture and digital media in former Soviet Republics.” With R. Alexander 
Bentley, Benjamin D. Horne, Natalie Rice, Catherine Luther, Damian Ruck, Joshua Borycz, Suzie Allard, 
Maureen Taylor, Michael Fitzgerald, and Oleg Manaev. Humanities and Social Sciences Communications. 
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-023-01670-6. 

§ (2022) “Interstate Hostility and Maritime Crime: Evidence from South East Asia.” With Anup Phayal and 
Aaron Gold. Marine Policy, vol. 143. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2022.105134. 

§ (2022) “Event-driven Dynamics of Social Media: A Case Study in Belarus.” Springer Nature Social Sciences. 
With Alex Bentley, Natalie Rice, Benjamin Horne, Catherine Luther, Joshua Borycz, Suzie Allard, Damian 
Ruck, Michael Fitzgerald, and Oleg Manaeva. 10.1007/s43545-022-00330-x. 

§ (2021) “The US-South Korea Alliance: How the Patron Benefits from the Protégé.” With Krista Wiegand and 
Sojeong Lee. International Area Studies Review. https://doi.org/10.1177/22338659211018325 

§ (2019) “Deploying to Protect: The Effect of Peacekeeping Troop Deployments on Violence Against Civilians.” 
With Anup Phayal. International Peacekeeping. https://doi.org/10.1080/13533312.2019.1660166 

§ (2019) “Fueling Rebellion: Maritime Piracy and the Duration of Civil War.” With Anup Phayal and Ursula 
Daxecker. Forthcoming in International Area Studies Review. DOI: 10.1177/2233865919833975 

https://brandonprins.weebly.com/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5893-2167
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2024.103069
https://doi.org/10.1177/22338659221151130
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-023-01670-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2022.105134
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F22338659211018325
https://doi.org/10.1080/13533312.2019.1660166
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§ (2018) “Domestic Terrorism in Democratic States: Understanding and Addressing Minority Grievances.” With 

Sam Ghatak and Aaron Gold. Journal of Conflict Resolution 63(2): 439-467. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002717734285 

EDITED VOLUMES 
§ (2022) “Maritime Piracy and Foreign Policy.” Oxford University Handbook of Foreign Policy. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. With Aaron Gold, Anup Phayal, and Ursula Daxecker. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.522  

§ (2017) “Maritime Piracy and Foreign Policy.” Oxford University Handbook of Foreign Policy. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press.  

POLICY WRITING & COMMENTARY 
§ (2023) “Tackling Maritime Security Requires a Revised Indo-Pacific Strategy.” War on the Rocks, June 22, 

2023. With Anup Phayal, Aaron Gold, Curie Maharani, Deng Palomeres, Daniel Pauly, and Sayed Riyadi. 
§ (2022) “What will keep ships—and people—safer in the Gulf of Guinea?” The MonkeyCage, Washington Post, 

June 9, 2022. With Aaron Gold, Anup Phayal, Simon Rotzer, Curie Maharani, Sayed Riyadi, and Kayla Marie 
Reno. https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/09/gulf-of-guinea-piracy/.  

§ (2021) “Fights Over Maritime Boundaries are Creating Safe Zones for Pirates.” The MonkeyCage, Washington 
Post, August 5, 2021. With Anup Phayal and Aaron Gold.   

§ (2021). “How History Predicts COVID-19’s Impact on Maritime Piracy, and What America Can do to Help.” 
Homeland Security Today, February 13, 2021. With Anup Phayal and Aaron Gold. Republished in Dryad 
Global, February 18, 2021.  

§ (2020) “Capacity Building must be a Focus as Sea-piracy Expands.” Maritime Executive, September 19, 2020.  
§ (2020). “Terrorists Target Civilians to Provoke Government Over-Reaction.”  Homeland Security Today, July 

17, 2020. 
§ (2020) “Piracy is on the Rise and Coronavirus May Make it Worse.” World Economic Forum, May 15, 2020.  
§ (2020) “Global Sea Piracy Ticks Upward, and the Corona Virus May Make it Worse.” The Conversation, May 

5, 2020.  
§ (2018) “Armed Peacekeepers do Protect Civilians-with One Big Exception.” MonkeyCage, Washington Post, 

June 14, 2018.  
§ (2017)” Somali pirates just hijacked an oil tanker. Here’s what pirates want — and where they strike.” 

MonkeyCage, Washington Post.  
 

GRANT PROPOSALS: Grand Total Applied: ~$11.5 million (Successful: ~$3.6 million) 
§ (2024) “Securing the Sea: Deterrence and Cooperation in the Maritime Domain.” Role: PI (with Anup Phayal, 

Curtis Bell, and Chris Faulkner). Minerva Initiative Defense Education and Civilian Research University 
Partnership. Funding requested: $397,000. 

§ Maritime Law Enforcement in the Indo-Pacific: Building Capacity to Confront Militia Groups and Maritime 
Crime. Minerva Research Initiative. Department of Defense. Funding requested: $689,453. Funded. 

§ Arms Control, Nuclear Nonproliferation, and Nuclear Safeguards.” 2019. National Nuclear Security 
Administration. Co-PI with Matt Buehler. Funding requested: $28,000. Funded.  

§ “Monitoring the content and measuring the effectiveness of Russian disinformation and propaganda campaigns 
in selected Former Soviet Union States.” Minerva Research Initiative. Department of Defense. PIs Catherine 
Luther, Alex Bentley, Suzanne Allard, Natalie Rice, Oleg Manaev, Michael Fitzgerald and Maureen Taylor. 
Funding Requested: ~$1.5 million. Funded.  

§ Arms Control, Nuclear Nonproliferation, and Nuclear Safeguards.” 2018. National Nuclear Security 
Administration. Co-PI with Matt Buehler. Funding requested: $28,000. Funded.  

§ “Peacebuilding in Conflict and Post-conflict Societies.” International Studies Association Catalytic Research 
Grant. Co-PI with Krista Wiegand. Funding Requested: $8,528. Funded.  

§ “Resource Extraction, Crime, and Maritime Piracy.” 2016. Minerva Research Initiative. Department of Defense. 
Funding Received: ~$180,000. 

§ “Arms Control, Nuclear Nonproliferation, and Nuclear Safeguards.” 2015. National Nuclear Security 
Administration. Funding received: $14,000. 

§ “Political Reach, State Fragility, and the Incidence of Maritime Piracy: Explaining Piracy and Pirate 
Organization, 1993-2012.” MINERVA Research Initiative. Department of Defense. Funding received: 
$776,999.   

 

THESIS/DISSERTATION COMMITTEE SERVICE 
Ph.D. DISSERTATION COMMITTEES 
§ Jack Schwartz, University of Tennessee, Summer 2023 (chair) – Consultant at Madison Springfield, Inc.  

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0022002717734285
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.522
https://warontherocks.com/2023/06/tackling-maritime-security-requires-a-revised-indo-pacific-strategy/?__s=sfrrr2y358diykb41eed
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/09/gulf-of-guinea-piracy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/08/05/fights-over-marine-boundaries-are-creating-safe-zones-pirates/
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/transportation/how-history-predicts-covid-19s-impact-on-maritime-piracy-and-what-america-can-do-to-help/
https://channel16.dryadglobal.com/how-history-predicts-covid-19s-impact-on-maritime-piracy?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=111727299&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-97Kpimydy7UTNam1hwYUVORAVf2ipyNhs3u_CIp5LEA06gifUygrfvvFum5iufoL1AHjYj8IWB6jpJIYH5EjVagtbJOiKbRS-HxmDeAAiLdt2z1qM&utm_content=111727299&utm_source=hs_email
https://channel16.dryadglobal.com/how-history-predicts-covid-19s-impact-on-maritime-piracy?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=111727299&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-97Kpimydy7UTNam1hwYUVORAVf2ipyNhs3u_CIp5LEA06gifUygrfvvFum5iufoL1AHjYj8IWB6jpJIYH5EjVagtbJOiKbRS-HxmDeAAiLdt2z1qM&utm_content=111727299&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/capacity-building-must-be-a-focus-as-sea-piracy-expands
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/counterterrorism/terrorists-target-civilians-to-provoke-government-overreaction/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/global-sea-piracy-coronavirus-covid19/
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§ Arjun Banerjee, University of Tennessee, Leader Type and Responses to State-Sponsored Terrorism, Summer 

2022 (chair) – Indian Revenue Service, Government of India 
§ Justin Kinney, University of Tennessee, Shifting Sands of Terror: How the Introduction of Social-Media has 

Altered Radicalization and Recruitment, Summer 2019 (chair) – R&D Associate, Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory 

§ Aaron Gold, University of Tennessee, Beyond Territory: Foreign Policy Revisionism in the Post-WWII Era, 
Summer 2018 (chair)—Visiting Assistant Professor at Sewanee University. 

§ Suveyda Karakaya, University of Tennessee, Religion and Conflict: what Explains the Puzzling Case of Islamic 
Violence, August 2013 (chair)—Adjunct Professor at Arkansas State University 

§ Amanda Sanford, University of Tennessee, Trade Diffusion as a Disincentive for Joining, August 2014 
(chair)—Assistant Professor at Louisiana Tech University 

§ Sambuddha Ghatak, University of Tennessee, Global Economic Integration and Domestic Terrorism, June 2014 
(chair) – Assistant Professor at San Jose State University, 

§ Norris Feeney, University of Tennessee, Deciding to Divert: Domestic and International Sources of Constraints 
on Leader Decision-Making, December 2012 (chair) – Associate Professor at Catawba College 

§ Jamie Todhunter, Strategic Mediation: The Domestic Influences and Constraints on Diplomacy, University of 
Tennessee, Summer 2012 (chair) – Assistant Professor at Troy University 

§ Doug Spence, Tied to Conflict: The Causes and Consequences of Rivalry Linkage, University of Tennessee, 
Summer 2012 (chair) – Senior Research Analyst for West Virginia Division of Justice and Community 
Services.  

 


